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What seems essential to the students and scholars in the field of
applied linguistics is the achievement of a fairly thorough
knowledge of at least the basic concepts and principles of research,
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Only then would the culture of research be cultivated in
language-related disciplines.
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Therefore, this section is designed to provide as clear an
explanation of the concept of research as possible.
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In the first chapter, a brief historical perspective of research will
be presented.
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And in the second chapter, the concept of research will be
defined and its characteristics will be explained.
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It should be mentioned that the discussion here is not as
technical as it would be if the book was intended for students
majoring in research methods. Most of the topics are presented
under the assumption that readers in language-related
disciplines do not seem to have a prior knowledge on the issues
related to research in its real sense.
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It is hoped that simple explanations will help researchers to
conduct their research projects conveniently.
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That’s why complicated theoretical treatment of the concepts is
deliberately avoided.
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The Concept of Research
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One of the most logical ways of doing something is to clearly
understand what that thing is.
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To do research is not an exception. Particularly, for the students
of language, including linguistics, sociolinguistics, psycho-
linguistics, language teaching, literature, and many other
language related fields, an understanding of the concept of
research is an undeniable necessity.
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Unfortunately, the foundation of research is not well-
established in these fields.
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Most students have a vague and sometimes a false notion of the
word research.
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Some students think of research as reading some books, often
the first few pages of each book, and trying to narrate already
documented facts.
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In such cases, the student, or the so-called researcher, acts as a
simple reporter without any significant contribution to the
already known information.
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Some others, on the other hand, may seem boastful of their
superficial knowledge of elementary concepts in research.
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In order to impress others, this latter group sometimes makes
unreasonable comments on research related issues. _
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These naive students arc not less dangerous than those
ignorant ones.
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Background
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/8 Aﬁer readmg thls chapter, the students should be able to:
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5. unﬂerstand the d1fference between sc:ennﬁc and nonscientific approaches to research,
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complicated

o 2 e, Sl ':,Li'jl,

is attributed gl o8 0313 Connd
by any means Tasl Moo tdn g b s
facilities Ol jagd OISl
recommendation dauc g7
unconditional acceptance bodgad o dudy
rivid=clear SR tmsly
infallible i 51 ¢sle fonane
constantly= always gy tlasls
innovations B 5 9lei
the mental faculty ok 3laxil!
axiomatic facts st @l
[ mortal#immortal S 6
axiom e Jeo!
the major premise S5 Gduid
the mionr premise S Sduald
incredible talent )N el slaszul
eventually= finally culyd o |f
|| manifest = show oM ol
generalization Py
bipolar schools ohad 93 1,
compromise g a> f bl
similarly i 7 ok &) 4yebs s
minimize£maximize Ol Jilis &
versatility S 2y Al
as long as &5 alsle
cumulatively ol O yy0 4y
objectively Wb ot e D ja0 4
overt=not hidden sl
positivism =¥ oLt
account for= explain O35 s
intangible o) BB é
drastically=extremely )
modification Ol yuakd
inception=start E9z $3LET
consequences= results el
proceed= continue ol dalal
interpretations o\ ¢ pualas

a justifiable manner

the most intellectual
curious FLLCo)
broadly speaking o b ‘|
phenomena oy 2y |
perception Syl
| the unique possession 33 4 yoazia I s
|| mystic beliefs s Ofalizel |
| inherit PR
predecessors Ot 1Yl
mental capacity od Cud b | Uiy
was taken for granted L B
venture O
satanic inclinations olans Y LS
unreliable alezel LG,
| unverified Sidans o 18205 LS
investigate 331 )1)5 3o 3500
utilize 3 (59,5 oalizuw!
obtain 0278 S a4 8043 ;‘,....sI
inadequacies b 1,50
accumulate bl 13 5 2o
associate O3 dayy {08 1S
later exposure S aglea
susceptible o3lol {15 yae 13 thaerna |
consolidate P -L PN (|
verification awli sl
take into consideration 013,15 4z g7 3,90
relieve G095 S 45 awls’
natural disasters b LY
numerous questions Sl o SV lgas
subjective wohd f g b
appreciate O35 s 43l &y
swinging of the pendulum | zaw & Zow 51 Jgutil <5 o
sound bases Sy sl [alie
insightful comments Al s O B0
on the contrary oS
erroneous explanations sl Ciloensd
unconsciously 193U &y &
document (v) G35 Lo

common sense




