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Early childhood education is now a bona fide profession. o
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Early childhood education is defined as “services for children from birth through age eight in part-day o

and full-day group programs in centers, homes, institutions, kindergartens and primary schools, and

recreational programs”.
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[ The first pre-school institution was opened in 1816 by Robert Owen in Scotland. o
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[ Later in 1837, Friedrich Frobel opened one in Germany, coining the term “kindergarten”. o
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[ Today kindergarten attendance is nearly universal. o
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[ Today, parents recognize that early education benefits their children and their families. o
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Early childhood education has a long history.
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Today, nursery schools are usually for children from the ages two to five.
Sladdlwgso U 93 15365 (sl Vgaso loS3g5 g0 jo ol
The parent cooperative nursery school, uniquely American in origin, is popular.
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Day cares are designed to provide care for children whose parents work full- or part-time.
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Family day care is another form of care.
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Kindergartens are usually sponsored by a school system, and are designed for five year olds.
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Grades one, two, and three are for children between ages six and eight.
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A nursery school group is more like a workshop than a lecture hall. o
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They learn to take turns, to settle disputes fairly and to cooperate. o
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A good nursery school has both indoor and outdoor facilities. o
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[ The children are almost constantly involved in make-believe play. o
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[ Nursery school is a school for noisy, active 3 and 4-year-olds. o
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[ Fifteen 3 or 4-year-olds should be the maximum class size for these two adults. o
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